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Owning a slice of Ontario’s vacation playground has never been easier. 

Fractional properties come in many shapes and sizes and can fit every 

holiday need. Inside this supplement you’ll find information on what 

fractional properties are, and advice on how to buy them. There’s 

also a look at amenities, from barbeques to bed linens, plus some 

suggestions on how the property can be enjoyed by generations 

to come. Make your cottage dream a reality this summer.

FractionalProperties
a guide to vacation ownership

ishing for the best way to enjoy cottage country?f
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Fractional property owners 
travel light. Since co-owners 
share in the expense of every-
thing from the boats to the 

toaster, as well as maintenance, re-
pairs and upkeep, all a vacationer 
needs to do is show up with clothes 
and food. At some fractional proper-
ties they’ll even arrange for groceries 
to be waiting in the fridge.

You’ll never find these property 
owners booting up Highway 400 in a 
van that looks like Granny Clampett 
packed it. Fractional owners waltz into 
well-appointed surroundings featuring 
state-of-the-art appliances and fixtures 
rather than garage sale hand-me-
downs. The sheets are clean, the land-
scaping is done, and the fully fueled 
barbecues work. Most of the proper-
ties situated on a lake have kayaks, 
canoes, sailboats and/or windsurfers 
fastened to well-kept docks. The cot-
tage dream vacation is right there, 
waiting for the owners’ arrival.

There are many different frac-
tional ownership opportunities 
available, from snug, romantic get-
away spots for a couple, to larger 
places where families can spread 

out and entertain friends. Some 
properties even have a clubhouse 
for added entertainment value. 

As far as the properties themselves, 
you’ll find traditional lakeside cot-

tages, villas and estate residences, any 
of which might be situated in or near
a resort community. Woods and pri-
vate beachfront are often big selling 
points. Architectural choices abound,
and different developments feature
post and beam, beach houses, ranch 
style, or Cape Cod designs. Amenities
can include tennis courts, pool, fitness 
facilities, a boathouse or a lodge. 

The opportunity to spend time each
year at a beautiful vacation spot is 
now more affordable and more im-
mediate than ever. Many of the frac-
tional ownership properties are already 
built, so this summer parachuting into 
paradise, minus the packed van, will 
be a breeze.

Myles Lawlor is a real estate 
marketing consultant who can be 
reached at lawlor.com.
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Parachute into paradise 
All the amenities are there, you just show up and enjoy them BY MYLES LAWLOR

Enjoy 5 Carefree Weeks per year in a fully furnished & equipped cottage in the heart of the Kawarthas! 
Just 90 minutes from Yonge and 401

3-bedrooms/sleeps 8 
2-bathrooms - upper w/
jetted tub 
Quality furnishings  
Maibec wood siding 

Gas fireplace 
Modern kitchens w/
dishwasher 
Washer & Dryer 
Gas barbeque 

Solid pine flooring 
Canoes, kayaks & paddle 
boats 
Pool 

Open House Saturdays & Sundays   Noon to 4 pm 

Save $5,000 with our Preview Promotion! 

You can take the kayak out for a paddle, play a game of tennis, or simply sit by the water. It’s all right there and waiting for you.

Enjoying the outdoors can do 
wonders for both your mental 

and physical health. Natural spaces 
can trigger our creativity, raise our 
spirits, and allow us the room to en-
joy outdoor activities from badmin-
ton, to boating, to bird-watching. 
Whether your pleasure is to sit on 
the dock and read a bestseller, take 
a swim as the sun comes up, go fish-

ing, paddle a canoe around the lake, 
sit by a bonfire with friends, enjoy a 
delicious barbeque with loved ones, 
or take long walks, it’s all available 
to you in Ontario’s world renowned 
lake country. 

Make the most of a summer so-
journ up north:
• Get up early and watch the fog 

burn off the lake

• Eat outside whenever possible
• BBQ your vegetables
• Find the best ice cream stand in 
the area 

• Get to know the birds and their 
songs

• Dip your toes in the water and let 
the minnows nibble them

• Take a long walk in the forest, 
breathing deeply

• Take the canoe out for a paddle 
and picnic

• Welcome the rain in your bathing 
suit

A slice of heaven 
Kicking back and enjoying cottage country
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R
emember the days when
the family used to gather at 
the cottage at every opportu-
nity? You all arrived in a car 

packed with kids, maybe some of their 
friends, provisions, and the few clothes 
you would need for the weekend or 
that great vacation week.  

Soon Dad was getting the barbeque  
ready, Mom was unpacking the gro-
ceries and the kids were already in the 
water…but wait a minute…Dad real-
ized that the dock needed a few re-
pairs and Mom has just discovered the 
kitchen cupboards need cleaning.  
Frantically anxious to enjoy the holi-
day, every family member knows that 
there is work to be done first and that 

will be the case on every visit. All those 
chores are scheduled for the whole 
summer and at first it seems just part 
of cottage life.

As the years go by, however, Mom 
and Dad get tired of the work. The 
kids are immersed in demanding ca-
reers and have busy lives with their 
own kids. Everyone still wants to go 
to the cottage but it isn’t easy. Maybe 
all the effort just becomes too much 
and Mom and Dad decide to sell.

The upside to this story is that there 
is an innovative alternative to please 
all three generations. “Shared” or 
“fractional” cottage ownership allows 
people to rethink the cottaging con-
cept. Sole ownership was the way 

older generations did it, but life-
styles have changed. According 
to the 2007 NorthCourse An-
nual Fractional Interest Report, 
the fractional ownership indus-
try in the United States, Canada 
and the Caribbean achieved a 
record sales volume of $1.65 
billion in 2006, up 32 per cent 
from 2005. The report states 
that “fractional property allows 

a buyer to purchase a much higher- 
quality product that they could not 
otherwise afford.” It also notes people 
“purchase only that which they will 
have the time to use.”

Instead of owning a property that 
turns them into workhorses and that 

they may only use sporadically, Mom 
and Dad (now grandparents) can now 
buy intervals of five, 10 or 12 weeks 
(spread through all seasons) at a gor-
geous waterfront property. It brings 
joy to all three generations and re-
quires zero elbow grease. The time
together is spent doing pleasurable 
activities like sailing, swimming and
canoeing. Even on rainy days these
cottages offer multi-generations lots
to do since many have high-speed In-
ternet connections and plasma TVs.

Shared ownership of a cottage is
truly worry-free. In virtually all cases,
a 1,500- or 2,200-square-foot cottage
will front on a major lake in cottage
country or on a golf course, or both. 
It will offer comfortable and very high-
quality furnishings and be equipped
with name brand appliances, a 
plumbed-in barbeque, and screened
sunroom. Most have two or three bed-
rooms and bathrooms, a beach and a 
place to dock your boat. The property 
is designed for complete relaxation 
while providing all of the sports ac-
tivities you, the kids, and the grand-
kids will want all summer and even
year-round.

Rethink cottaging this way and
you’ll have a family gem to pass down 
for many generations that will offer
the most pleasurable holiday experi-
ences imaginable. Without all the

responsibilities of time-consuming 
upkeep, a fractional cottage is a great 
place for a quality family affair.

Gloria Collinson is past president of 
the Canadian Resort Development 
Association.

The Muskoka Dream… At a Fraction of the Cost
Trappers Point Landing, 61 Main Street, Kearney, Ontario

1 (866) 488-8288 info@trapperspointlanding.com www.trapperspointlanding.com 

NOW
SELLING

A family affair
Sharing holidays and creating precious 

memories for years to come BY GLORIA COLLINSON

Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in 
and pray in, where nature may heal and give strength to body 
and soul.  ~JOHN MUIR, 19TH-CENTURY CONSERVATIONIST
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Even in cottage country 
the sunshine can sometimes 
turn to rain. So what’s a gal 
to do?

If you’re like me, you’ll do abso-
lutely anything but venture outside. 
Unless, of course, going outside hap-
pens to involve nothing more than 
taking a brisk walk from a luxury villa 
to a nearby fitness centre with a warm, 
inviting swimming pool, hot tub and 
sauna — close enough that the cold 
or rain simply won’t have time to pen-
etrate your good mood.

Oh, and let’s not forget while 
you’re over there that you’ve booked 
an appointment in the spa treatment 
room, too.

Sound a little too good to be true?  
A little too ritzy? Well, think again.  
The type of cottage experience I’m 
referring to already exists in the heart 
of magical Muskoka in Ontario’s cot-
tage country, and has provided a new 
breed of enlightened cottager with 
luxurious, year-round, resort-style cot-
tage living.

Indeed, for the many hundreds of 
owners who have already opted out 
of the traditional cottage experience 
in favour of something a little more 
high-end, the benefits are almost too 
many to list. In Muskoka, luxurious 
fractional ownership properties offer 
a tremendous variety of luxury experi-
ences, including:
• on-site spa and treatment facilities
• hi-tech gym and fitness equipment
• indoor and outdoor heated pools, 

hot-tubs, saunas... not to mention 

safe beaches suitable for young and 
old alike

• unlimited use of watercraft such as 
canoes, kayaks and, for the fisher-
folks, rowboats – all stored in a stun-
ning boathouse with its own upstairs 
lounge and deck for relaxing or sun-
bathing

• a million-dollar clubhouse where you 
can entertain friends and family over 
a social drink, relax in front of a mas-
sive stone fireplace, take in the game 
on the big-screen TV, or perhaps 
even play a game or two of your 
own on a traditional billiards table. 
If solitude’s what you’re after, why 
not enjoy a good book in the inviting 
library loft?

• watching the latest blockbuster 
movie in your own private, big-
screen theatre room

• challenging the youngsters to 
classic arcade games such as 
Space Invaders.
Of course, such luxury does 

come at a price. A high-end 
fractional in Muskoka can run the 
gamut from $100,000 to upwards of 
$200,000 for an interval of five 
weeks.

For Grimsby, Ont., resident Donna 
Brown-Bowers the cost is worth it and 
a small price to pay for the luxurious 
lifestyle she has attained for herself 
and her family.

“We did think about purchasing a 
cottage, but we simply couldn’t af-
ford it,” says Brown-Bowers, who 
along with husband Ray, purchased 
a five-week interval in Muskoka. 
“With our fractional villa we realized 
we could get the Muskoka look and 

feel without having to spend the big 
Muskoka bucks.”

The decision to purchase at one of 
Muskoka’s high-end fractional develop-
ments was a no-brainer for Brown-
Bowers. “We looked at several other 
properties, and also asked existing 
owners about their experiences.  Some 
were in the middle of nowhere, and 
some were less expensive.  In the end,
we made our choice based on quality 
and luxury and the right balance of 
amenities.”

Kim Kerr is a Muskoka-based freelance 
writer.

The right balance
Luxury fractional ownership offers a top-notch cottage experience
BY KIM KERR

Well-appointed cubhouses, spa facilities, high-end boathouses and a variety of 
watercraft are just a few of the amenities luxury properties offer.
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T
he landscape of vacationing 
is changing. Escalating real 
estate costs and diminishing 
amounts of time to use sec-

ond properties means traditional sole-
ownership cottages are on the wane. 
Fractional ownership provides the 
perfect solution. Sharing in the ex-
penses and time spent at a beautiful 
resort property makes sense, wheth-
er you have tens of thousands of dol-
lars to invest, or millions. Whatever 
your vacation preferences, there’s a 
perfect scenario for you in Canada, 
with numerous possibilities right here 
in Ontario.

Everyone from entry-level buyers to 
millionaires can find a fractional own-
ership property that realizes their vaca-
tion dreams. 

“For a lot of potential purchasers, 
entering the four-season vacation 

home market is out of the 
question financially. But, sev-
en of the 21 Ontario proper-
ties we list have fractional 
ownership opportunities for 
under $59,900 and some are 
even as low as $30,000,” says 
Kim Sopinka of fractions.ca, 
an online property informa-
tion source that features most 
of Ontario’s fractional devel-
opments as well as a few out 
of province. 

She notes that, even if they 
have the money, “many people have 
limited time to enjoy a vacation prop-
erty and prefer to not pay year-round 
for this costly asset. Sharing owner-
ship offers an affordable, logical al-
ternative.” 

In Muskoka alone, there are frac-
tional ownership opportunities that 

start around $39,000 and go to 
$110,000 and beyond. These may be 
cottages clustered around a lake or in 
a scenic wooded area, estate residenc-
es close to golf courses, chalets near 
a ski hill, or any number of other con-
figurations that accommodate a vaca-
tion lifestyle. 

Factional ownership lets people
enjoy their favourite sports and re-
ally take advantage of the summer.
Instead of spending time staining the 
deck and fixing the roof, a holiday in 
cottage country or by the golf course
becomes a time to really relax and 
recharge the batteries. 

No matter what type of property 
it is, by eliminating the work and
worry of maintenance, fractional 
ownership ensures a carefree holiday
brimming with lots of pure, sunshine-
filled pleasure. 

Myles Lawlor is a real estate 
marketing consultant who can be 
reached at lawlor.com 

A place for everyone
If you thought owning a piece of cottage 

country was impossible, think again 
BY MYLES LAWLOR

Types of 
ownership

Real estate law does not 
define the word “fraction-

al,” so the details of “fractional 
ownership” are determined by 
the purchase agreement. In 
Ontario there are generally 
three possible scenarios: 
•  Fractional ownership of titled 

condominium units, which 
means the owners’ names are 
on the title 

•  Membership in a non-profit 
corporation that owns the 
property (zoned tourist/
commercial) 

•  A hybrid of the first two, in 
which the owners share the 
use of the common amenities 
with the typical resort clients 
As with any real estate 

purchase, have the agreement 
looked over by your lawyer to 
be sure you understand exactly 
what you own.
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Tom Pinckard is a lawyer, 
resort development consul-
tant, and former mayor of 
Lake of Bays in Muskoka, 

Ont. His clients include both devel-
opers and buyers.  

He notes, “there is no one legal 
format when it comes to a fractional 
property. There is a variety of types 
of product on the mar-
ket. Some are on water, 
some are not.” Fraction-
al properties include de-
tached cottages, villas 
(these are attached to 
other units), chalets and 
condominiums, and can 
be located on lakes, or 
next to ski or golf destinations. 

No matter what the format is, 
Pinckard says it is important to ask 
these questions before buying. 

QUESTIONS TO ASK
• Who is the developer? Do your re-

search and find out what other 
properties they have done. Ask if 
the builder is different from the de-
veloper and research that company 
as well.

• What type of water system will be 
used? Make sure it is up to the min-

imum requirements 
of the Ministry of the 
Environment.
• What type of sew-
age disposal system 
will be used? What-
ever it is, it also must 
be up to the stan-
dards of the Ontario 

Ministry of the Environment.
• What per cent of the entire project 

do you own? For instance, if you 
own one one-hundredth of a de-

velopment of 25 cot-
tages, that is how you 
estimate your maintenance 
fee. You pay that per cent of 
the costs. Usually a developer sets 
the maintenance fees until all the 
units are sold (they have to cover 
the cost of unsold units). After that, 
the owners are usually responsible 
for maintenance.

• When is the development going to 
be turned over to the owners? 
When all the buildings are com-
pleted and sold? At this point the 
owners must start taking care of 
the entire property. 

• Make sure the maintenance contract 
put into place by the developer can 
be terminated when he leaves. This 
way, if owners wish to upgrade or 
change services, they can.

LEGAL POINTERS
• Most projects have  lawyers who will 

work with buyers. However, it may 
also be prudent to have your own 
lawyer go over the process with the 
seller’s lawyers.

• Make sure your ownership is in per-
petuity. That means it can be passed 
down to family members.

• Find out if there are any restrictions
on the sale. For instance, developers 
sometimes demand a buyer possess
a property for between one and 
three years before it is resold.

• Note the rescission period. This is
the amount of time you can take 
to change your mind. It is a period
where you can have a lawyer check
the documents and get answers to 
your questions. Generally it is 10 
days. 

• Know that the developer has the
right to extend a closing. You may
buy expecting the unit to be com-
pleted by a set date, but the devel-
oper has the right to extend that 
date for a certain amount of time. 
Make sure the language in the con-
tract supports your move-in date 
expectations.
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MUSKOKA FRACTIONAL
COTTAGE OWNERSHIP

on Lake of Bays

$29,900 - $87,900*
Ontario’s Fastest Selling Fractional Cottages

ACTUAL FURNISHINGS

VISIT OUR MODEL COTTAGE.
OPEN DAILY.

*5-week intervals in two and three bedroom cottages.
1.866.396.BLUE  /  bwacres-prime.com

Exceptional Prices

Waterfront Location

Authentic Detached Cottages

Carefree Ownership

Near Algonquin Park

My husband and I have purchased a fractional ownership in
Blue Water Acres and we are just thrilled and excited with the
development.

We chose Blue Water Acres because it was a first class family
developed and operated resort where our family has enjoyed
summer holidays for many, many years. When we learned that
they were selling fractional ownerships we went to see them
immediately knowing that if the Van Gelder family were the
developers the product would be first rate.....and it is.

Terri Caron, Buyer

PHASE 2 NOW SELLING

Having looked at other developments we noticed immediately
the quality of the model, the existing facilities and the value the
price represented. Within an hour and a half my family and I
had made a unanimous decision to purchase a share in the
Algonquin model.
We have been cottaging in Muskoka for many years and up until
Blue Water Acres had never seen anything we felt represented good
value that was affordable.
We are looking forward to many happy years.

John Vingoe, Buyer

With so many fractional 
ownership opportunities, 

how do you choose the right one?
• Search out different options 

online at fractions.ca. Drive 
around the area you’re thinking 
of, read the local papers there 
and ask locals to find out what’s 
available.

• Ask for details on the fractional 
ownership arrangement: the 

amenities, furnishings, sports 
equipment and anything else that 
is shared. 

• If you’re a pet owner, inquire 
about bringing your furry friend 
with you.

• If you want to travel as well, 
ask whether the fractional 
ownership property is associated 
with any worldwide exchange 
programs.

Some important buying tips
Do your homework and ask the right questions
BY MAUREEN LITTLEJOHN

How to choose the right 
property for you 

Look deep into 
nature, and then  
you will understand 
everything better. 
~Albert Einstein



Product:STAR Date:06-07-2008Desk: SPC-0002-CMYK/03-06-08/18:15:01

CYANMAGENTAYELLOWBLACK CMYKU2 SATURDAY ON SA1
!SA1 070608ON U  002C!!SA1 070608ON U  002M!!SA1 070608ON U  002Y!!SA1 070608ON U  002K!

W
hat is a fractional prop-
erty? Very simply put, it 
is a property that has 
shared ownership. It can 

be a single structure, or a whole de-
velopment, and it is usually in a beau-
tiful location. In Ontario, the majority 

of fractional properties are develop-
ments in cottage country on pristine 
slices of prime waterfront. Most of 
these offer a selection of stand-alone 
cottages, as well as other attached 
units, such as villas, that are usually 
two or three bedrooms. Buyers pur-
chase not only a share of the cottage 
or villa, but also of the entire develop-
ment property including recreational 
facilities and common land. Each de-
velopment is different, but they all 
operate on the same concept. When 
you buy, you buy a share. 

This is not the same as the time-
share concept. “With timeshare, you 
own nothing, just the right to use a 
space. You get no deed or share cer-
tificate. When you purchase a frac-
tional property, you own a piece of 
the rock,” explains Tom Pinckard, a 

lawyer and resort development con-
sultant based in Muskoka, Ont. He 
points out that with timeshare proper-
ties, the developer remains the owner 
and maintains control. 

Fractional shares are divided into 
time intervals that range from around 
four to seven weeks. Some properties 
will offer even longer intervals. The 
units come furnished and a profes-
sional management company takes 
care of everything from lawn mainte-
nance to providing freshly laundered 
bed linens when you arrive.

Following are some questions that 
Ontario fractional developers are 
asked frequently. For questions spe-
cific to a certain property, ask the de-
veloper directly, and also check their 
website.

1. Can fractional shares be re-
sold?  Yes. Shares are completely 
transferable, but they are subject to 
procedures set out in an ownership 
agreement.

2. Can a unit be loaned out to 
friends or family? Usually yes, but 
each development is different. There 
might also be a code of conduct for 
both owners and guests.

3. Are pets allowed? In most de-
velopments there are units for those 
with pets as well as pet-free units for 
those with allergies.

4. How often can the unit be 
used? It depends on the number of 
shares you purchase. For instance, 
a one-tenth share equates to five 
weeks. Some developments guar-
antee summer weeks, and others 

guarantee year-round usage.
5. What type of amenities are 

included? Generally, units are cleaned 
and linens changed between the ar-
rival and departure of each owner.
Ground maintenance is usually con-
ducted all year round while major re-
pairs are done during specially desig-
nated weeks. Many properties have
docks, beaches and outdoor equip-
ment such as barbeques, canoes and 
kayaks. Some high-end properties also
offer a clubhouse, pool, mini spa, and
fitness facilities.

6. Are there exchange privileg-
es? Often fractional ownership allows 
you to exchange your week(s) through
a worldwide vacation exchange com-
pany such as RCI, Registry Collection
or Interval International. RCI is largest 
and oldest, Interval International is the
second largest and Registry Collection 
is the newest and most exclusive.

Maureen Littlejohn is a Toronto-
based freelance writer.
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Fractional Properties 101
Ownership means more than a share of time, you own the actual property BY MAUREEN LITTLEJOHN

Many fractional properties will guarantee buyers a certain interval  
of time in the summer. This makes it perfect for planning regular 
gatherings with family and friends.

Renfrew

Westport

Perth

Napanee

Cottages at the Pointe

Frontenac Shores

Wolfe Springs Resort
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Escape. Relax. Play. Revive. Enjoy.

LUXURY VILLAS 
OPENING JUNE 2008

5 week fractions 
from

$59,900

Experience less traffic...
on the roads, at the lake, on the links

and in your mind.
We’re closer than you think! Only 40 minutes north of Kingston. 

1-877-384-4477 www.WolfeSpringsResort.com WESTPORT, ON 

PA
07

1M
AY


